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October 2 9 ,  2003 

Dear Ms.  Marlene 5. Lbrtch: 

RE: CG Docket No. 0 2 - 2 7 8  

A s  m e m b e r  of t h e  NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORSO ( N A R ) ,  
wholehearted support  f o r  NAR s Request f o r  Emergency Stay of Facsimile  Advertisement 
Rules i n  t h e  above referenced docket. The FCC s unexpected d e c i s i o n  t o  remove t h e  

r u l e s  severe ly  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  my day-to-day bus iness  as a r e a l  e s t a t e  profess iona l .  
Furthermore. the  r u l e s  hinder  t h e  types  of communication t h a t  my n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e  and 
l o c a l  REALTOR' a s s o c i a t i o n s  r o u t i n e l y  send v i a  facs imi le ,  including info-tion on 
conventions o r  cont inuing education c l a s s e s .  which is a b e n e f i t  t h a t  I expect a s  a 
dues paying member. 

NAR i n  i ts  Request f o r  Emergency Stay of Facsimile Advertisement Rules has  out l ined  
t h e  de t r imenta l  impact t h a t  t h e s e  r u l e s  w i l l  have on i t s  over  900,000 members and on 
t h e  opera t ions  of over  3.5 mil l ion  profess iona ls  i n  t h e  r e a l  estate industry.  I echo 
NAR s p o s i t i o n  and emphasize t h a t  it w i l l  be extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n  the  
required w r i t t e n  consent t o  send faxes t o  my customers, vendors and r e a l  estate 
col leagues i n  t h e  timeframe set by t h e  FCC. I t  w i l l  a l s o  be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  my local 
board. s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and n a t i o n a l  assoc ia t ion  t o  s e e k  and o b t a i n  w r i t t e n  consent 
from their respect ive membership i n  less than t h i r t y  days,  i n  o r d e r  t o  prevent an 
i n t e r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  fax important information about upcoming conferences,  
promotions and o t h e r  e v e n t s .  A s  a REALTOR' member, I r e l y  on t h i s  t imely and 
e f f e c t i v e  means of communication. It is unreasonable t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a n  assoc ia t ion  can 
seek and obta in  consent from almost 1 mi l l ion  members by August 2 5 ,  2003 . 
Today, t h e r e  a r e  over  2 m i l l i o n  U . S .  homes i n  t h e  s a l e s  p i p e l i n e .  Comunicating v i a  
facs imi les  i s  instrumental  t o  ensuring a t imely and successfu l  t r a n s a c t i o n .  An 
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of August 2 5 ,  2003, can p o t e n t i a l l y  de lay  t h e  major i ty  of these 
t r a n s a c t i o n s .  To secure the  appropriate  w r i t t e n  consent  w i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  impact 
homebuyers and home sellers a b i l i t y  to move promptly i n  h ighly  competi t ive housing 
markets. I t  w i l l  take t i m e  t o  adapt t o  t h i s  new requirement: bus inesses  w i l l  have t o  
amend c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e s  t o  gain t h i s  new consent from consumers and vendors. 

I t  is i n  t h i s  regard t h a t  I urge t h e  FCC t o  s tay  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h e  
unant ic ipated and unprecedented fax  r u l e s  f o r  one year  so t h a t  t h e  requi red  w r i t t e n  
consent form can be incorporated i n t o  the  annual dues b i l l i n g  cyc le .  This  i s  t h e  most 
e f f e c t i v e  method f o r  providing express  w r i t t e n  consent t o  NAR and my s t a t e  and l o c a l  
REALTOR' a s s o c i a t i o n s .  The s t a y  is a l s o  e s s e n t i a l  i n  order  to i n s t i t u t e  the required 
compliance procedures f o r  fax cormnunications wi th  my c l i e n t s  and o t h e r  businesses  to 
ensure m i n i m a l  d i s r u p t i o n s  i n  r e a l  estate t r a n s a c t i o n s .  

Thank you for your a t t e n t i o n  and cons idera t ion  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

I am w r i t i n g  t o  convey my 

e s t a b l i s h e d  bus iness  r e l a t i o n s h i p  exception from t h e  u n s o l i c i t e d  f a x  advertisements 

S incere ly ,  

Barbara Ehr l ich  
3030 SO. 5 2  

Lincoln, NE 68506-3405 
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